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LNyoongar Seasons
Birok % Creation Story

The season of hunting
yonga (kangaroo),
which is part of
Nyoongar traditson.
Ceremonies are
conducted as part
of this season

Bunuro
The season of Karrda
(goanna). Small areas 4 Jilbar
of land were burnt The season of nesting
at this time to flush and Maarle (black swan),
out game and the symbot of friendship
oencourage and consuenmation.
new plant growth, Al animals aco mating
ensurng animals had 5 and preparing nests o
plenty of feed Butrows for the birth of
their young.

Painting by Shitley Harrls of Creation Story surrounded by images of the six seasons.

Wangarang Maggoro
The season of insects, and hunting Nyingarn (echidna) The season of water and koya (frog). Thete s new growth all over
The fat and some internal organs of the Nyingarn and | the homelands. Nyoongar people know that i koya cannot be found
Karrda are used for medicinal purpases L mear of ds, then the 8 in danger.

Custom and Land | oo <

culture they encountered.

Ownershlp “Lach tribe had ity own hunting
@rounds, and 5o e trespas e

0 those of another withe

Py invited " (W i b

“n the Swan River Country . the
natives have their privato propesty. ™
0 Rackhonse 1534)
“There was no Dl of sale o agreed transter of Wyunger ind
10 the eardy setthers ™ [Cammant ot tansatlative meeting 2000(

Food Gathering ) | Meeting Places
- " wiah the cuntom for mumbers of the
koo Old-Dene tatives 10 viskt thew places of
:'mymm-o«:'m-. Birth and stay at them s long a3 food
200 which are procured nestly M‘MM|mwo{w
ol the year ; and the m&d:bdwno:':l:mﬂxn
fiowers of three or fout trees
and shrubs afford thees honey “According to tradeon, ccess Wil
either by suction, o steeping rOgiCn I an anciont Aboriginal Camping
n water” area. This wirt one redl famous meeting
(Armanspng, Pects Gaoete 1536 Place.” Jutnd i repcrt by B O Conner

€ Bodory 5 L Ui} )

Custom *In the vommer te the tribes for
“In wister they Ive apart sixty mdes around assemblie . they
by fasmsiles _ for amonth  entertain each other with daaces
or yix weeks where they and chants of the corrobotes.”
e bulit their hets* (Arremtiong, Pert Gagerte LIMEI

{Courtery Rattye Library, 18105




occupy

they are in the habit

for nourishment, d

and Kanga

10 starvat t

themselves entitled to our Sheep &
Stock whenever they can get hold of
them... . | belicve one tribe was n
exterminated by two or three Soldier
who followed them after they had
stolen some sheep, & coming upon
them unawares the Natives were
nearly all bayoneted ”

(Admiral Fremantle Diary, 1832)

(Cowrtesy Battye Library 5770011

00 hunting & our dog had just got one at bay we heard the natives holiow;
26 of them to us. 2 of them went along with me | kiled the kangarco & throwing
M uUp on my shoulder . Up came all the natives then | was obliged to put him down
of them came home with us ... we take care not to go out without & gun noenoee.”

Wilkam Dyor March 9, 1831)

“Teddy Hartls told me the spring on
the slopeof Eden HMl is Woggoalgutiuk
also thespring in Hamersley's Chinese
Garden.” (Datsy Bates’ notebook 13, c1910)

XIS

Hamerts
omeste

1940 2enial phatopraph of Sucieis M8 and Mameniey propery. (Coonesy SR0Y

“It inhabits most deep waters, salt or fresh, and almost
every lake or pool is inhabited by one or more such
monsters... . There are certain large stones, in different
parts of the colony, which they belleve to be eggs lald
by the Waugal... . On passing such stones, they are in
the habit of making a bed for it, of the rushes of the
blackboy.” (Armstiong, Peres Gareme Oct. 1)

“We say to our little cobbers, before we get in the water
‘Get your hand full of sand now' and throw that in the
water and then no spirit will cateh yOu.” (Nyngsh tetimony,
1994

“Me and my uncle were fishing for turtles in the reeds there and all of a sudden
this thing came out of the water. My people used to talk about this waugal: don't
BO swimiming there.™ (Toopy Radney, 2000

“Aboriginal people believe the home of the Waugal is a cave situated below the
water where Bennett Brook meets the Swan River at the bottom of Success Wil

“He Is resporsible for
the croeks running and
the river itself yince the
beginning of time*
Robert Bropha, 1904
“It's a Sacred Snake
that keeps the water
fresh, keeps it from
going safty, keeps the
flow”

van e, 1904
Sacred 20008 were
stored at Success
Hill inn the past; but
were moved to the
Mundaring area when
furopean settiement
of Bassendean and
Guildford developed”




Federahr-u

With the approvad of the Chied Protect ‘
people assembled on Sugoess Hill hoping t

tha Fedenation celehrations in July 1901, but "the
£o0m for tham 10 add the cornubbores
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(Consrtray Bartonchesn Loc al Vadies Codurtum)

Alarmed at the extent of sand removal in 1962, the WA Historical Society

36,000 cubic yards of
Success Hill sand was
allotted to construction
sites in 1963 — some of it
went to make the ratsed
banks on the Swan
Districts Football Oval,

(Cmartery bows Orurars Foorbal O]

ommittee with their partners picnicking on the Hil
1929, (Nunencdean |10 Souties coticsion!

Corrobborees were held in the Success Hill area up
to the 19505, It has always been 2 traditional meeting
place and important meetings are st held here

A Christmas party at Success Hill in the 19205
(Courteny Bumpe Library BAZS1/), 670179

again in 1979, 150 years after the colony
started,

(Comrtwny Owres Vonod]

This photograph of Success Hill
was taken from the Hamersley
property in the earty 1900s
Many Aboriginal families lived
in the house, known as the
Chinamen’s cottage. The Chinese
gardens were in the foreground
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Stirfing Myth

A story published in the Swan Express in
1922 claimed Captain Stirkeg had landed
at Success Ml to refill his waser barreds
while exploting the river in 1827,

Although disputed a week later by Jose
Hay, naturalist, historan and Bassendean
local identity, the story was given credence
in 1929 when 4 marbie plague was erected
near one of the springs in the bellef that
Stirfing “had watered his horses there
somewhere in 1828"

[Swan Dxpress, 27 November 1929

Swan River Centenary

Some residents celebrated with &
re-enactment of Stirling's Tanding”
and erection of the plague in 1929,

The plague reads:
‘Centenary of WA
Commemorating
the landing of
Capt :ames
Stirling in 1827




