
Recommended Reading Aboriginal History 
• Aboriginal Perth and Bibbulmun biographies and legends by Daisy Bates 

LSC 305.89915 BAT  

• A Trans-generational effect of the Aborigines Act 1905 (WA): The ... 
making of the Fringedwellers in the South –West of Western Australia by 
Sharon Delmege ELaw- Murdoch University Electronic Journal of Law 12, 
1 and 2 LSC/PAM  305.89915  DEL 

• Bassendean : A Social History 1829-1979 by Jennie Carter LSC 994.11 CAR  

• Bulmurn : a Swan River Nyoongar by Richard Wilkes LSC 808.3 WIL  

• Daisy Bates: Grand Dame of the Desert LSC 305.89915 BAT  

• Desert Queen : The many lives and loves of Daisy Bates by Susanna de 
Vries LSC 301. 092 DE  

• Eden Hill Camps : Records of racism in Western Australia by Bevan Carter 
LSC 305.8009 CAR  

Bassendean, WA : Nyungah Press, 2014. 

This book started as a collection of documents dealing with the loss of freehold title 

by ten Aboriginal families in the 1950s at Eden Hill, and grew firstly with collection of 

material associated with neighbouring 

Success Hill and then Acts of the Western Australian Legislature that were racist; the 

legislation applied only to the race of people, the original owners of the land before 

British colonisation. 

• Forever Warriors by Jan James LSC 940.5315 JAM  

• Indigenous History of the Swan and Canning Rivers- Debra Hallet- Hughes 
(2010) Indigenous history of the Swan and Canning rivers - Explore Parks 
WA LSC  Q305.89915  IND 

• My Natives and I : incorporating the Passing of the Aborigines : A lifetime 
spent among the natives of Australia by Daisy Bates LSC 305.89915 BAT  

• Marli riverpark and Interpretation Plan - Explore Parks WA LSC Q333.91 
MAR  

• Nyungah land : Records of invasion and theft of Aboriginal land on the 
Swan River 1829-1850 by Bevan Carter LSC 994.12 CAR  



Bevan Carter ; research by Bevan Carter and Lynda Nutter ; foreword by Robert 

Bropho 

Series: Black history series ; [1] Guildford, Western Australia : Swan Valley Nyungah 

Community, [2006]. 

In an address to the Legislative Council in June 1837, Governor James Stirling 

referred, on two occasions, to invading the Swan River region. Many of the early 

colonists discovered the land was owned by Aboriginal 

people, and was forcibly taken away from them. Their reactions and records fill the 

pages of this book. 

• On the Outskirts : photographs of Allawah Grove Aboriginal Settlement, 
Perth/ Robyn Smith Walley and Tracie Pushman LSC Q779.9 WAL  

• Preliminary Report on the Survey of Aboriginal Areas of Significance in the 
Perth Metropolitan Area and Murray River Regions by R. O’Connor, C. 
Bodney and L. Little (1985) LSC 306.089 OCO  

• Swan and Helena River Management Framework report “ prepared for 
the Eastern Metropolitan Regional Council 2007 LSC Q333.9162 EAS  

• Swan and Helena Rivers Management Framework : Final Report 26 
February 2009 LSC 333.9162 SWA  

• Swan and Helena Rivers Recreational Path Development Plan, February 
2009 LSC 333.9162 SWA  

• The kangaroo who wanted to be people by May O’Brien LSC J398.2452 
OBR  

• “That was my home” : Voices from the Noongar Camps in Perth’s Western 
Suburbs : volume 1 of 2 Exgesis / Denise Cook. LSC Q305.89915 COO  

Crawley, Western Australia : UWA Publishing, 2019, c2019. 

"Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peopl are warned that some images in this 

book are of people who are now deceased"--Title page verso. 

Includes bibliographic references (pages 208-235) and index. 

That Was My Home explores the hidden histories of the Noongar camps around 

Fremantle, Swanbourne and Shenton Park in the suburbs of Perth along the Swan 

River. The focus is the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s, a time when many Noongar people 

lived with their families in camps. The voices of Noongar people, juxtaposed with 

information from the archives, photographs and stories from others in the 

community, tell of life in the camps, work, cross-cultural tensions and friendships. 

Together they give a greater 

understanding of the shared histories of our suburbs. The author followed 

Aboriginal cultural protocols in obtaining permission to include stories, photos and 

other information. 



 • Tales told to Kabbarli by Daisy Bates LSC 398.20994 KER  

• Town of Bassendean Reconciliation Action Plan 2012-2016 LSC 353.5349 
TOW  

• Why the emu can’t fly by May L/ O’Brien ; illustrated by Sue Wyatt LSC 
J398.2452 OBR  

• Winjan’s People by J. E. Hammond LSC 994.1004 HAM  

 


